[Value of a new fast CK-MB determination for the diagnosis of myocardial infarction during the 1st hours. Preliminary study].
This study evaluated the time for a new, rapid and reliable CK-MB analysis to become positive in myocardial infarction and compared it with classical total CK analyses. Serial analyses of total CK and CK-MB were performed in 49 consecutive patients referred to the Coronary Care Unit for suspected acute myocardial infarction. Twenty of these patients had myocardial infarction with rising enzyme levels, which enabled comparison of the precocity of one analysis compared to another. In these patients, the CK-MB analysis became positive on average 85 to 110 minutes before that of total CK. This result shows that CK-MB analysis can be a diagnostic sign of acute myocardial infarction at an earlier stage than the total CK analysis. The authors discuss the clinical value of this test in difficult indications of fibrinolytic therapy and underline that it enables a more objective assessment of the time of onset of necrosis than clinical data alone.